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VUB Awards Handed Out in Style 
[I] his year's annual VUB award banquet was held on May 31 at the T University Plaza Hotel 
in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky. The new hotel (complete 
with five-story waterfall ) helped VUB 
announce the winners of this year's 
awards in style. 
Students from each of the four 
classes were awarded plaques for 
significant achievement. The Mon-
day/Wednesday daytime award was 
given to Gary Payne, a Navy vet-
eran froni Bowling Green. 
The TuesdayfThursday daytime 
award was given to Deborah Pit-
cock. Deborah, an Army veteran, 
has been with VUB since last 
November, and plans to attend Ken-
tucky Tech in October. 
The Monday/Wednesday nightclass 
award went to Richard Burnette, an 
Army veteran from Alvaton. Richard 
is currently publishing a newsletter 
and was recently hired by the 
Georgetown Toyota plant. 
The TuesdayfThursday nightclass 
award was given to Chad Nuckols. 
Chad, a Glasgow Navy veteran, re-
cently returned from the VUB Math-
Science Initiat ive Program in Mon-
tana and plans to attend Western 
this fall. 
Three non-academic awards were 
also presented. The Dare to Dream 
Award, given to a student for whom 
achieving his or her educational 
goals at one time seemed just a 
dream, was awarded to Don Gray, 
Army veteran and employee of 
WKU. Don had all but completed 
his bachelor's degree several years 
ago, but has finally re-enrolled to 
finish those last few classes. 
The Alumni of the Year Award, 
given to a former student who has 
made continuing academic progress 
and given something back to the 
program, was awarded to Race 
Stork. Race, an Army veteran at-
tending Kentucky Advanced Tech-
nology Institiute (KATI ), continues 
to do well in his classes while also 
serving as a role model for new 
VUB students there. 
Finally, the Student of the Year, 
awarded to the person who best 
represents VUB, was given to 
Melissa Lebo, an Air Force veteran 
from Russellville, "Kentucky. 
Melissa received the award be-
cause of determination: no matter 
how many obstacles stand between 
her and her educational goals, she 
finds a way to jump over them. 
We congratulate these students on 
their achievements, and wish them 
success in their future educational 
pursuits. 
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Student Spotlight: 
Cecil McGee 
lEl retired Air Force vet-eranis generally a A well-fraveled individ-ual, and Cecil McGee is certainly no excep: 
tion. In his twenty years of service, 
Cecil lived and worked in many dif-
ferent places. What stands out 
about his travels, however, is Ce-
cil 's top-rated destination: North 
Dakota. "My family and I loved 
Minot: he says. 
Cecil McGee left his beloved North 
Dakota when he retired from the Air 
Force in October 1994. Along with 
his wife and children (who are now 
11 and 8), he returned to his home-
town of Bowling Green to be near 
family and enjoy Kentucky fishing . . 
Cecil works as a forklift operator 
with the Huish Corporation at night 
and drives straight to Veterans Up-
ward Bound to attend morning 
classes. When the VUB staff ar-
rives for work, we find Cecil sitting 
in his truck, reading his assign-
ments and waiting patiently for us to 
unlock the classroom door. 
Cecil 's dedication has been inspira-
tional to his VUB classmates and 
should payoff in his educational 
plans. He has applied to Western 
Kentucky University and hopes to 
major in Computer Information Sys-
tems. 
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Fast-growing, High-earning 
[§] ome jobs grow faster or earn more money than others . The following in-formation , taken from Oc-
cupationa/ Out/oak 
Quarterly", lists 21 of 500 occupa-
tions wh ich the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics projects are growing faster 
or much faster than average, will 
add at least 100,000 jobs between 
1994 and 2005, and have earnings 
higher than average. 
As you can see, most require some 
postsecondary study. That 's why 
the time you spend at VUB is so im-
portant. Your education might 
mean more than a peice of pa-
per-it could mean a better career' 
*Adapted from 
Occupational Outlook Quarterly, Spring 96. 
Mailing List Changes 
As the number of veterans we help go 
to school grows, so does the number 
of newsletters we send out each 
quarter. Therefore, the November 
issue of The Topper will only be 
mailed to former participants from the 
past two years . 
If you would like to remain 
on our mailing list, 
please call or write 
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Postsecondary Tutoring (UPDATED!) 
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Postsecondary tutoring, among other services, is available for Western 
students through VUB's sister program, Student Support Services (SSS). SSS 
works with students who are already enrolled at Western , and can provide 
tutors for many general education courses. For more information about joining 
their program, call (502) 745-4308, or contact our office and we can help you 
make the arrangements. 
Another resource for minorities attending Western is Minority Student Support 
Services (425 Potter Hall ; 745-5066) . They offer advising, tutoring , and other 
services specifically for minority populations. Although not officially affiliated 
with VUB, one staff member, C. J. Woods, serves on our advisory board. 
and let us know. Or, ...,.,,_'" 
if you haven't begun (:;;::rC~~-;"'; For students not attending Western , tutoring is still available through VUB. 
postsecondary study, Due to the increased number of former participants in postsecondary programs, 
another way to stay however, we must ask that you schedule tutoring appointments in advance. 
on the mailing list is to Friday afternoons from 1 :00 to 4:00 have been reserved for postsecondary 
come back to class. Call tutoring , but other times can be arranged in advance if a scheduling conflict 
Martha for informa:.:t:.::io.:..:n-'.(.:...7 4.::5=-.::5;:.31.:..:0~).:.... _-l=a=r=is=e=s.= c=a=11 =D=a=vy= a=t (=5=0=2=) 7=4=5=-=53=1=0=t=0=s=e=t =u=p=a=n=a=p=p=o,=·n=tm=e=n=t=. =====~ 
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THE TOPPER is published quarterty by the Veterans Upward Bound Project at Western 
Kentucky University. VUB is funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (Fiscal 
Year 95·96: $222,981). The opinions expressed within this newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect the position or policy of either the U.S. Department of Education or Western Kentucky 
University, and no official endorsement should be inferred. 
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The Director's Desk 
[[J ots to talk about, so let's not waste time. 
FIELD TRIPS 
The program is planning several 
f ield trips and fun activities for the 
late summer. I have listed these 
below in case you have not re-
ceived our mailer sent out the week 
of July 7th. Al l persons who were 
active in the program from October 
1, 1995 through now are eligible to 
attend these field trips. 
We are working on a trip to the U.S. 
Space and Rocket Center in 
Huntsville, AL, which will include a 
self-guided walking tour, bus ride 
tour, the IMAX theater, meals on 
VUB, and a late arrival back home. 
Ford's office that the 
Senator will have a flag 
flown over the Capitol 
Bui lding in Washington, 
D.C. on November 11 , 
1996 (Veteran's Day) and will 
then donate the flag to our program. 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
"A journey of a thousand miles begins 
with the first step.· Encourage other 
veterans to take that first step toward 
improving their education so that their 
lives might be improved, their careers 
enhanced, and their earning power in-
creased. It is harder to take the first 
step than any step thereafter. 
REMEMBER THE 5 Ps: 
Prior Planning Prevents Poor 
Performance 
Notes and 
News 
• The VUB fall session starts on 
August 26 (one week after WKU 
classes begin). If you have dropped 
out of our program and would like to 
return, call Martha Kenney at (502) 
745-5310 to discuss your schedule. 
September 13, 1996 
September 2B, 1996 
October 5, 1996 
"Run For Your Wife": Play, Horse Cave Theater 
• Best wishes to Susan Johnstad, 
Adult Education Specialist at VUB,. 
who is leaving the program to further 
her education at Indiana University. Field Trip: US Space & Rocket Center, Huntsville, AL Family Picnic: Three Springs Pari<., Bowling Green 
CONGRATULATIONS TO CHAD 
NUCKOLS 
I want to congratulate Chad Nuck-
ols for completing the VUB 
Math/Science program this summer 
in Montana. We are proud of Chad 
for accepting the challenge. 
FOLLOW-UP STUDY 
Every year the program has to re-
port to the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation concerning the progress of 
participants while in the program 
and after they leave. We must re-
port entry and exit test scores, the 
number of students who enroll in 
postsecondary education, and the 
number who graduate from a post-
secondary institut ion. Look for a 
questionnaire in the mail during Au-
gusVSeptember; please complete 
and return it as soon as you receive 
it. Your responses are important for 
the continuation of the program. 
SENATOR FORD 
DONATES FLAG 
I have confirmed with Senator 
• Martin Schenck, a VUB graduate and the Veterans Service Officer for the 
VFW 5th District, will be in our office on many Fridays during the fall 
semester. Call (502) 745-5310 for more information. 
• Minority Teaching Scholarships are available to WKU students with 30 credit 
hours completed and a 2.5 GPA. One of our former participants, James 
Cra in, received this scholarship for the fall semester. Call us at 
(502) 745-5310 for information. 
• Congratulations to Randy McCoy and his wife on the birth of their son, 
Christopher Ryley McCoy. 
• Congratulations to our students on 
semester: 
the WKU Dean's List for the spring 
Richard "Doc· Faulkner 
Melissa Lebo 
Michael Jamison 
Wayne Tanzer 
• Best wishes to our students beginning classes in the fall : 
WKU 
George Bunton 
Shannah Butler 
Robert Canler 
Matthew Carter 
John Hambley 
Scott Hollars 
Dennis Johnson 
Randy McCoy 
Chad Nuckols 
AmyOhlmer 
Joey Saltsman 
Bobby Smith 
Jonathan Stewart 
Melissa Stork 
KATI 
Joey Bessinger 
J.D. Hodges 
Roger Schmitz 
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Important Numbers and bates 
VA Regional. Office, Louisville August 26 VUB fall semester begins 
(800) 827-1000 
VA Medical Center, Louisville September 2 Labor Day 
(502) 895-3401 
VA Medical Center, Nashville, TN September 13 "Run for your Wife" 
(615) 327-4751 Horse Cave Theater 
Kentucky Center for Veterans Affairs, Louisville 
(502) 595-4447 September 28 Huntsville Space and Rocket Center 
Military Records Branch, Frankfort Field Trip 
(502) 564-4883 
Kentucky Veterans Center, Wilmore October 3-4 Fall break for Westem students 
(800) 928-4838 (VUB classes still meet) 
American Legion, Louisville 
(502) 582-5825 October 5 Family Picnic at Three Springs Park 
AMVETS, Louisville Bowling Green 
(502) 582-5594 
Disabled American Veterans, Louisville November 9 Veterans Parade, Bowling Green 
(800) 333-1720 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, L(lulsville November 11 Veterans Day 
(502) 582-6445 ADDRESS CHANGE REQ!J.E:i,TED Vietnam Veterans of America 
(606) 432-4953 If the address listed above is not your correct address, 
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Louisville we'd like to know. Just write to us at our address above 
(502) 582-6926 with your new address, or call (collect) at (502) 745-5310. 
\ \ WKu-f"rindng peid fronI ... ~ KRS 117.371. 
